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Preface 


We have tried in this book to consider the new Christian and 
his needs for starting his fresh spiritual life with Jesus by pre- 
senting basic ideas in a simple manner. We have explained words 
and terms common in the Christian life which may not be famil- 
iar to all beginning believers. 

This material is merely a study guide for you. You must take 
time for reflection if you are to grow and understand how God 
wants you to live. When you observe in a lesson a Bible refer- 
ence which is not quoted, stop, find and read that verse in your 
Bible before continuing with your study. It is important that you 
read and consider each Bible passage in order to gain the great- 
est benefit from your meditation. As you set your sights on being 
a faithful follower of Jesus Christ, may the Holy Spirit always be 
your guide during your growth. 

After each lesson you will note review questions which 
should be answered from the material you have read. The ques- 
tions follow the same order as the text so it will be easier to 
locate your response. 


Scripture taken from the New International Version. 
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Publishers Statement 

It is our desire, always, to supply biblically sound study 
materials that can be used to help the seeker to find the Way, or 
to help the Christian to grow so that he may live eternally with 
his Father. We believe that brother Paul Eckstein’s material in 
this book — Get Set ... Grow — will be just such a tool, help- 
ing the young Christian to develop to maturity. 

There is a great contrast between the life one has lived in the 
world and the life he must live as a Christian, if he is to be count- 
ed as “faithful unto death”. Both the text of Get Set ... Grow, 
and the questions, exercises, discussion points, and memory 
work, are designed to inform the young Christian of the new per- 
spective he has in life. The questions and discussion points will 
help to provoke further thought, and the memory verses were 
chosen to implant the truths in the heart. 

We commend brother Eckstein’s material to you and pray 
that it will be instrumental in helping you to grow into adult 
Christianity, to be a blessing to all of those whose lives you 
touch. 


Betty Burton Choate 
World Evangelism Publications, 2011 
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Bible Books by Topical Groups, 
with Pronounciations 


Old Testament Scriptures — 39 Books 
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Zechariah (zech’-a-ri’-ah) 
Malachi (mal’-a-ki) 
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New Testament Scriptures — 27 Books 


1. THE GOSPEL 
Matthew 

Mark 

Luke 

John 

















2. HISTORY 
Acts 
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1 Corinthians ( co-rin'-thi-ans) 
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Lesson 1 


PREPARED FOR HEAVEN 


You are a Christian now! You have made some beautiful 
changes in your living. You used to live in a way that pleased 
yourself, doing what you wanted to do. That was not living 
God's way and the Bible calls that sin. You sin when you fail to 
do what God instructs, and any disobedience is sin. But you 
repented, changed your mind and decided not to live in rebellion. 
You determined in your heart that you did not want to keep on 
sinning on purpose. By this attitude you became as one who is 
dead to the practice of sin. 

Since you no longer desired to practice sin, you were buried 
in baptism and raised from that baptism to live a new life. 
Through this action you not only copied the death, burial and 
resurrection of Jesus, but you shared in the benefits of His death 
and resurrection. Now you live with new aims and goals, as God 
directs in the Bible. You continue to live for God and to have fel- 
lowship (sharing) with other Christians. 

You realize that trust in Jesus is essential for your spiritual 
growth. To your trust you will gladly add the element of obedi- 
ence because Hebrews 5:9 reminds us about Jesus that ...““He 
became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey Him.” 
You will continue to live with this disposition, which is the same 
as remaining in the grace (favor) of God. Therefore, you are 
saved from eternal death by God’s grace (Ephesians 2:8-9). 
Salvation is not something you earn or merit, but is God’s gift 
because you surrender your life to the Lord. 

Check your attitude about Christian living. Be sure your 
aim is to live godly, to honor God and to keep heaven as your 
goal. 1 John 3:9 says “No one who is born of God will continue 
to sin, because God's seed remains in him; he cannot sin, 
because he has been born of God.” God is not saying that a 


Christian never sins, but that he does not make a habit of sinning 
1 


— 
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on purpose. You demonstrate this idea in life by how you treat 
your friends. Though you might occasionally hurt your friends, 
you will not continually offend them on purpose because you 
appreciate their friendship. So it is that you will not practice sin, 
which hurts Jesus, because you love Him so much. If you notice 
that you often yield to temptation to commit sins, such as lying 
or lust, call upon God in fervent prayer to help you gain a victo- 
ry over them. 

Your feelings may confuse you. One day you feel great; 
another day you are discouraged. One day you think you are 
right with God; another you doubt that you are even a Christian. 
One time you know that God loves you and then as a problem 
arises you may feel that He doesn’t love you any more. If this 
happens to you, recall again the commands you have obeyed and 
claim the related promises of God. Mark 16:16 promises that 
because you believe in Christ and were baptized, you are saved. 
You also can recall that with your faith in Jesus, you repented of 
your sins and were baptized into Christ. Acts 2:38 assures you 
that your past sins are forgiven and you received the Holy Spirit 
as a gift from God. You will readily confess to God any present 
sins and they, too, are forgiven. This pledge to believers is clear- 
ly revealed in 1 John 1:9. 

Romans 6:23 encourages you to be confident about the eter- 
nal life which you possess through the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Romans 8:38-39 assures the Christian that nothing — except 
himself and his own choices — can separate him from the love 
of God. Regardless what you do God always loves you. He 
hates your sin, but He loves you! Daily claim these and other 
wonderful promises from God. They are presented for your 
motivation to holy living. 

You are also anxious to learn God’s direction for your life. 
You carefully study the Bible to determine God’s message to 
you. It says that you are like a new-born baby who longs for 
pure milk (the simple message of the Bible) so that by it you may 
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grow in your spiritual life (1 Peter 2:2). No matter what is your 
present physical age, you are as a new-born in God's family. You 
may ask dumb questions, fail to meet appointments, have bad 
habits that need to be changed, and not act or think like a mature 
believer. But as a baby grows and changes, you will, too, since 
your intent is to mature into the likeness of Jesus. You will hap- 
pily read your Bible and pray to God that He will help you 
understand and apply what you read. 

Love will begin filling your life. You realize how much God 
loves you and you are quick to try to show love to others around 
you. Jesus said, “A new commandment I give you: Love one 
another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another” 
(John 13:34). Do not confuse this love with “romantic” love of 
the movies, books and magazines. This love, of which Jesus 
speaks, sacrifices and gives freely even to those who do not 
deserve it. It keeps no record of wrongs, is patient and kind. 
Christian love has concern for the welfare of others. The 
Christian must reach out to those around him and share with 
them the good news of Jesus Christ. When you observe some- 
one who needs food or clothing you will respond with assistance. 
You will also excite fellow Christians to develop this love and do 
good works (Hebrews 10:24). 

A close family type love with other followers of Jesus is 
yours through regular assembly with them. This is accomplished 
in sharing common activities such as praying, singing, Bible 
study, recreation, work and eating. When Christians are togeth- 
er they build up each other in faith and love. Loving God and 
loving people is living God’s way. “Dear friends, let us love one 
another, for love comes from God” (1 John 4:7). “This is love: 
not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as 
an atoning sacrifice for our sins” (1 John 4:10). Love is what 
keeps you, through God’s grace and continuing forgiveness, in 
contact with the Lord and ready for entrance into heaven. 
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Use your Bible to answer the following: 


1. The one who will enter the kingdom of is the 
one seeking the will of the Father (Matthew 7:21). 


2. The reality of eternal life is to know the only true 
and Jesus Christ whom He has sent (John 17:3). 


3. Jesus became the author of our salvation on the basis that we 
Him (Hebrews 5:9). 


4. Since you are a Christian, no one can separate you from the 
of Christ (Romans 8:35-39). 


5. We can be sure that we know Jesus if we obey His 
(1 John 2:3). 


6. We are commanded to believe in Jesus Christ and 
one another (1 John 3:23). 














Answers to these review questions are in the material you 
have studied. 


1. In becoming a Christian, what events from the life of Jesus 
did you copy? 


2. What do you note when you check your attitude about 
Christian living? 


3. Why shouldn’t a Christian continually sin on purpose? 


4. Can you see the difference between a sin you do by habit and 
one that happens in a moment of weakness? 


5. How can you deal with an habitual sin? 


6. What, rather than feeling, is the basis of knowing that you 
have become a Christian? 


7. How do you claim a promise from God, rather than rely on 
feeling? 
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8. Since you are a new Christian what should provide your spir- 
itual food? 


9. How will you proceed to secure that spiritual food? 
10. How will love begin showing in your life? 


11. What is the difference between romantic love and the love of 
the Bible? 


12. What do you receive from regular assembly with other 
Christians? 


13. What single attitude is demonstrated between God and you? 


MEMORIZE: Ephesians 2:8-9; Acts 2:38; Hebrews 5:9. 
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Lesson 2 


THE CHURCH IS GOD’S FAMILY 


The day you became a Christian, by spiritual birth you also 
became a child in God’s family. This family is called the Body 
of Christ and the Lord’s church. The term “church” in the New 
Testament Scriptures never refers to a building but identifies 
people who are joined together in a personal relationship. When 
this relationship is with Jesus Christ, He is their Leader, Lord and 
Master. They are His followers and, together, they compose His 
church. 

These people (church) are under the authority of Jesus who 
predicted in Matthew 16:18, “J will build my church.” Later He 
is crucified, buried, and raised from the dead. Following His res- 
urrection, ten days after He goes back to heaven, His prediction 
regarding the church was fulfilled. On that day, the community 
in Jerusalem heard the apostles preach that Jesus is the Savior for 
all the world. Acts 2:41 records that three thousand people who 
heard the facts about Jesus, repented and were baptized. This 
was the beginning of the church that Jesus Christ had said He 
would build. These Christians were not a part of any denomina- 
tion but were simply disciples (students) of Jesus and, together, 
they formed the Body of Christ — the church of Christ. 

There are some special functions for individuals who are His 
church. Evangelists (preachers) may go from place to place, 
teaching people how to become Christians, and they become the 
church in that location. As some men grow spiritually, they 
serve as the shepherds, overseers, elders or pastors — four 
words describing the same work of leadership. They accept the 
responsibility of caring for those who comprise their local group 
of believers. There are also other servants called deacons (min- 
isters) who serve the Christians in different ways. They may be 
called upon by their church family to assist the poor, the aged, 
the sick, the lonely and to help meet some specific need. Every 


— 
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Christian is a member of the Body of Christ and has the respon- 
sibility of sharing the Gospel (good news) about Jesus. Service 
is the mission of the church. 

The Bible describes this spiritual family by various terms, 
depending on the idea that is emphasized. In 1 Corinthians 1:2 
it is called Church of God; God is the planner. Romans 16:16 
records Churches of Christ; they belong to Christ. As the Body 
of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:27), it pictures the members func- 
tioning together, with Christ as the Head. When the character of 
the holy people is accented, the church is termed Church of the 
Saints (1 Corinthians 14:33). Individuals are labeled Christian, 
meaning belonging to Christ (Acts 11:26). Disciples is the des- 
ignation when they are considered pupils or learners (Acts 6:1), 
and brethren to indicate relationship to each other as brothers and 
sisters (Acts 6:3). The Bible uses these and other terms to mark 
people who have made Jesus their Savior and Lord (ruler). 

As a Christian, it is both a privilege and an obligation for you 
to meet with other Christians in regular gatherings. Hebrews 
10:25 makes it clear that you should not miss sharing in these 
meetings of the believers. When you participate in the Lord’s 
Supper, you show your confidence in the fact that Jesus died for 
your sins and that He is coming again from heaven. When the 
plate containing the bread is passed to you, take a piece and eat 
it, recalling that the body of the Lord was crucified for you. As 
you take the cup of grape juice that is served to you, drink it, 
remembering that the blood of Jesus was willingly shed for you. 
This is a joyous occasion of thanksgiving for you as you consis- 
tently proclaim in this event that you patiently wait for the return 
of your Lord. 

As a member of the body of Christ you will desire to encour- 
age your fellow believers through personal friendships. People 
of all ages need friends. They want to be accepted and needed 
by other Christians. When you make friends in the church you 
will discover both physical and spiritual needs that you may be 
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able to satisfy. When you fulfill a particular insufficiency, you 
create a bond with that individual and both of you are benefac- 
tors. Life in the church is strengthened. As members of the 
Lord’s church you should be content and not seek to be in some 
denomination or religious organization, because the church of 
the Bible includes all of God’s family. 

You can be thankful that Jesus is the only head of His church 
(Colossians 1:18). No person or group can be an acceptable sub- 
stitute for His headship and authority. The commands from 
Jesus and His instructions to Christians as recorded in the New 
Testament Scriptures become your guide to proper attitude and 
religious practice. Since the Lord has presented these directions, 
you do not require anyone else to add to or change that plain 
message. As a Christian you belong to Christ, are a citizen of 
God’s kingdom and a child of God. Be happy in this relation- 
ship; love Jesus Christ who is the only ruler and head of His 
Church. 


Use the Bible to answer the following: 


1. The Church of Jesus Christ became a reality 10 days after 


Jesus returned to heaven, when about thousand 
people repented and were baptized (Acts 2:41). 

2. And the added to the church day by day those who 
by trust and obedience were being saved by Jesus (Acts 
2:47). 

3: is head of the church which is his body — never 


just a building (Ephesians 5:23). 
4. The fact that Christ has all authority in the church is seen in 


the reality that He is over all things for the church 
(Ephesians 1:22-23). 
5. Jesus prayed that His followers might be as He 
and the Father are one (John 17:20-21). 
8 


— 


Bppk 54-435.qxp 6/9/11 10:39 AM es 


6. God has arranged the parts of the , every one of 
them, just as He wanted them to be (1 Corinthians 12:18). 


7. In the Lord’s Supper the Christian should 
himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup (1 
Corinthians 11:28). 





Answers to these review questions are from material you 
have studied: 


1. List some terms which describe Jesus’ relationship to you. Of 
what significance is each term you select? 


2. What are some words used to individually identify followers 
of Jesus? 


3. Cite some functions for members of the church. What serv- 
ice is included in each function? 


4. What terms does the Bible employ to depict the one church 
belonging to Jesus? 


5. What is the purpose of your regularly taking the Lord’s 
Supper? 
How are you fulfilling that purpose? 

6. How can you demonstrate assistance to a friend? 


Have you done that? If not, how will you accomplish it this 
week? 


7. Who has all authority in the church and is its only head? 


8. How will that authority enhance your future activities? 


MEMORIZE: Acts 2:41; 1 Corinthians 11:26; Ephesians 5:23 
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Lesson 3 


KNOW YOUR BIBLE 

The Bible begins with the book of Genesis which states that 
God created everything. The book of Revelation closes the 
Bible, describing how Jesus will receive you into His heaven. It 
answers your questions, such as, “Where did life on earth 
begin?” “What is sin?” “Can I be sure my sins are forgiven?” 
“What happens after death?” See references at the end of this les- 
son. 

In the beginning, God talked directly with the head of each 
family; men such as Adam, Noah and Abraham. Later He com- 
municated with the entire nation of Israel through Moses and 
prophets such as Isaiah, Daniel and Ezekiel. Then Jesus came to 
earth, lived, died and rose from the dead. God spoke through 
Jesus and His apostles (an apostle is one sent) to tell all people 
how to live godly and be prepared for heaven. 

The Bible message is contained in 66 sections called books. 
In the Old Testament Scriptures or writings there are 39 books 
and 27 books in the New Testament Scriptures. A testament is 
also an agreement or covenant. 

The Old Testament Scriptures cover the time from creation to 
the birth of Jesus Christ. These 39 books are grouped according 
to their content. The initial 5 state God’s law to the first people 
and are called law. The history of the Jews or children of Israel 
is the main makeup of the next 12 books, termed history. Since 
the following 5 books (Psalms and Proverbs included) were writ- 
ten in a poetic style they are called poetry. The Old Testament 
Scriptures conclude with 17 books recording words of God’s 
prophets or announcers who spoke His message to the Hebrew 
or Jewish nation. Many important predictions about the coming 
of Jesus, such as Isaiah 7:14 and Micah 5:2, are included in these 
books, named prophecy (prof’-e-see). 


The 27 books of the New Testament Scriptures begin with 
10 
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the 4 Gospel accounts, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, which 
divulge the life of Jesus. Acts, the book of history is next and 
relates how the first followers of Jesus became Christians and 
how these Christians spread the good news about Him. Then 
there are 21 letters written to Christians to inform them how to 
live meaningful lives with real purpose. The last book in the 
New Testament Scriptures is called Revelation because it reveals 
what will happen at the end of time: blessing for those who faith- 
fully follow Jesus and condemnation for those who do not. It is 
the book of prophecy in the New Testament Scriptures. 

So we have in the Bible the message from God, recorded by 
about 40 writers of differing backgrounds and jobs, but all guided 
by the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:21). The main idea about Jesus in the 
books of Genesis through Malachi is that Jesus the Messiah is 
coming. Matthew, Mark, Luke and John narrate that Jesus is 
present. In Acts Jesus is proclaimed as the Savior of the world. 
The books from Romans through Revelation disclose how believ- 
ers should live until Jesus returns from heaven. 

When the Bible records historical information it is always 
accurate. For example, years ago some people questioned that 
King Sargon, presented in Isaiah 20:1, ever lived because he was 
not mentioned any place else in recorded history. But scientists 
have dug up remains of the palace of King Sargon at Nineveh 
and today there is no doubt that he was a king of Assyria. 
Another fact relates to examination of the ruins of ancient 
Egyptian cities, confirming the account in Exodus 5:10 which 
says there was a diminishing of straw in the making of bricks. 

Sometimes the Bible deals with matters of science and, 
again, it is always correct. 1 Corinthians 15:39 says “All flesh 
is not the same: Men have one kind of flesh, animals have anoth- 
er, birds another and fish another.” For years skeptics argued 
that this statement was wrong because they believed all flesh was 
composed of the same substance. Present science is well aware 


that flesh can be identified as belonging to one of these four dis- 
11 
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tinct categories. Psalm 8:8 speaks of the paths in the sea, and 
modern oceanographers verify this to be true. The Gulf stream 
is an example. 

The Bible records many prophecies or predictions and it 
is amazing how each has come true. About 800 BC (before 
Christ) the prophet Micah (5:2) wrote that Jesus would be born 
in the town of Bethlehem. The fulfillment of that prophecy is 
noted in Luke 2:4-7 when Jesus was born in Bethlehem. 
Compare another prophecy and the fulfillment that Jesus was 
born of a virgin mother (Isaiah 7:14 and Matthew 1:20-23). 

Because of such evidence, it is reasonable to believe that 
each of the Bible writers recorded his special message through 
the guidance of God, the Holy Spirit. Read 2 Timothy 3:16,17. 


Use the Bible to answer the following: 


1. In Bible times men spoke from God as they were carried 
along by the (2 Peter 1:21). 


2. John 20:30-31 states that the signs and miracles written in the 
Bible are to enable people to believe that Jesus is 








3. In the Old Testament or covenant, made the 
agreement with all Israel only (Deuteronomy 5:1-3). 





4. Today we are not under the law (old covenant) but are chil- 
dren of God by faith in (Galatians 
3:26). 

5. For a testament, will or covenant to be in force, there must be 
the of the one who made it (Hebrews 9:15- 
17). 


6. In the second will or covenant, the body of 
was offered once for all (Hebrews 10:10). 











7. We can be certain that the same Jesus who went into 


12 
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, will come back in the same way he was seen 
going into heaven (Acts 1:11). 


Answers to the review questions are in the material you have 
studied. 


1. How did God inform the nation of Israel what he wanted them 


5. 
6. 


to do? 


. Following the resurrection of Jesus how does God give 


instruction to the people? How do you view such teaching? 


. The Old Testament books of prophecy contain many predic- 


tions about which person? 


. What is the primary content of the books of Matthew, Mark, 


Luke and John? 
How to become a Christian is found mainly in which book? 


How can that assist you when you talk to others about Jesus? 


7. What is the principal message of the books of Romans through 


8. 


9. 


Revelation? 


State a fact from history which would show that the Bible is 
correct. 


What scientific information from the Bible supports its accu- 
racy? 


10. Cite a fulfilled prophecy from the Bible which shows it is 


true. How does that increase your desire to study the Bible? 


MEMORIZE: John 1:1; John 20:30-31; 2 Peter 1:21 


Where did life on earth begin? See Genesis chapter 1 
What is sin? See 1 John 3:4 

Can I be sure my sins are forgiven? See Acts chapter 2 
What happens after death? See Hebrews 9:27-28 
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Lesson 4 


PERSONAL PRAYER POWER 


In the last lesson we shared how God talks to you through the 
Bible. Now we are going to discuss how you can speak to God 
in prayer. 

As a new Christian you may have heard someone pray or 
you may have prayed your own prayer. Sometimes as you listen 
to the prayers of others you might question whether they are sin- 
cere. Jesus talked about this with His disciples. He told them 
not to pray to be seen by men. Realize that when you pray you 
are talking to your God so find a private place which helps you 
to concentrate. Open your heart to God the Father and pray 
about anything you may desire (Matthew 6:5-6). 

What are some specific things you will want to express in 
prayer? Jesus gave some guidelines in what is commonly called 
the “Model Prayer” or “Lord’s Prayer” (Matthew 6:9). 

* Begin with words of praise and honor for God, such as 
Heavenly Father, Dear Lord, Almighty God, Holy Father. 

* Add thanksgiving for forgiveness, peace, eternal life 
and physical items such as food, home and family. You might 
also mention His love, grace and mercy. 


* If there are things about which you feel guilty, confess 
them to God and ask Him to forgive you. Do you need to include 
failure to serve, dishonesty, immorality or covetousness? 

* Make some strong statements to strengthen your faith, 
such as: “Jesus, I know you are alive.” “Lord, you are my shep- 
herd.” “My God, you are awesome!” 

* Realize that you have needs, so ask God for His help in 
developing wisdom, strength, patience, purity, vision, and courage. 


% Remember the needs of others; they could be friends, 
relatives, church leaders, missionaries, government officials and 
co-workers. 
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* Makea list so you will recall all of the people, goals and 
situations about which you will pray. 

Let your prayer be as natural as conversation. Pray in the 
same words you might use if you were talking with your loving 
earthly father. You may determine that if you pray out loud it 
will be easier to keep your mind centered in your prayer. 


Consider the following practical prayer suggestions: 


1. Set a specific time for prayer every day. You may pray at 
other times, too, but don’t miss your daily prayer time. Some 
pray just after getting up in the morning or just before going to 
bed at night. 

2. Pray for a particular goal. Decide on some aspiration you 
want to achieve. It might be to help a friend become a Christian 
or to find a definite place for you in the service for God. Pray 
about the guide lines you will use to accomplish that aim. 

3. Ifyour mind wanders while you are silently praying, think 
about the new item that enters your mind. It must have some 
importance to you so add that to your prayer. 

4. Take advantage of idle moments during your day as you 
wait at a traffic light, wait for the elevator, or have a break. You 
can spend several seconds thanking God and asking for help. 

5. Be sure you are trusting God and have faith that He will 
answer every time you pray (James 5:16). Remember, His 
answer may be “yes,” “no” or “not now.” Even though the 
answer is “no” or “not now” it is the correct answer because God 
knows what is best for you. 


99 66 


6. Don’t forget, when you become aware that you have 
sinned, God has provided a way for you to be forgiven. You 
must repent — change your mind toward that sin — and then 
pray to God for forgiveness. This principle is taught in at least 
two Bible passages: To Simon in Acts 8:22 and to all Christians 
in general in 1 John 1:9. 
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When problems come into your life — and they will — recall 


that God is more powerful than any problem. You may be dis- 
couraged by situations at school, at home, with friends, in the 
church, at work, with health and many other circumstances. 
These are no longer your challenges alone. Give them to God as 
you pray and allow Him to provide the solution. 1 Peter 5:7 
commands; “Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for 
vou.” Fill your life with prayer. No time needs to be wasted as 
long as you can pray. 


Use the Bible to answer the following: 


l. 


The Lord intends that prayer comes from the heart and not 
from saying mere words. Therefore He cautions against 
or using meaningless phrases (Matthew 





6:7). 


. Jesus gave the principles for meaningful prayer, rather than 


the exact words to pray, when He said, “This is how you 








should ”( Matthew 6:9). 

. Part of our praying should be giving for all 
the things God has so graciously supplied to us (Ephesians 
5:20). 

. You may ask, and not receive, because you with 
wrong or selfish motives, based on personal pleasures (James 
4:3). 

. Jesus prayed to the Father with the idea of yielding when He 


said, “May Your will be “(Matthew 26:42). 


. Praying for others is evidenced in the reality that the 


prayed for Peter who was in prison (Acts 





12:5). 


. Note the warning, “If I had cherished sin in my > 


the Lord would not have listened” (Psalm 66:18). 
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Answers to the review questions are in the material you have 
studied. 


. State a problem in praying that Jesus discusses with His dis- 


ciples. 


. What problem have you encountered regarding prayer? 


3. How have you requested assistance from a mature Christian? 


4. What are some things you will desire to include in your pray- 


ing? 


5. Do you have a prayer list? If so, how is it helpful? 


6. How should you select what words you will use when you 


pray to God? 


. What terms do you generally use when addressing God, and 


what do they mean to you? 


8. Of what value is a private place in which to pray? 


9. Where is your private place? When is your customary prayer 


10. 
11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


time? 
List some goals about which you are praying. 


What guidelines have you selected to help achieve those 
goals? 


Why should you be encouraged even when God does not 
give you a “yes” answer to your prayer? 


Where does prayer fit into the matter of forgiveness when a 
Christian sins? 


How are you taking advantage of that benefit? 


MEMORIZE: Matthew 6:5-6; Acts 8:22; James 5:16 
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Lesson 5 


THE HOLY SPIRIT IN YOU 

When you become a Christian, the Bible promises that you 
receive the Holy Spirit as a gift (Acts 2:38). 

The Holy Spirit is not imaginary; He is as real as the Father 
and the Son (Jesus). To help you understand that the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit each is God, the following illustration is suggest- 
ed. The term H2O shows that Hydrogen and Oxygen are united 
as one. But H2O must exist in one of its three forms; liquid 
(water), solid (ice), or gas (vapor). Similarly the term God is a 
word depicting unity of the deity and is used in the Bible for the 
Father (in Heaven), the Son (Jesus), and the Holy Spirit 
(Counselor). John 14:16 will help you see this even more clear- 
ly. Jesus (God on earth) prays to the Father (God in Heaven), 
that He would send the Holy Spirit (God to live in Christians). 
For a further explanation see the appendix A. 

You do not have to totally understand the Holy Spirit in order 
to benefit from Him any more than you have to understand how 
a computer or television works in order to appreciate it. When 
the Holy Spirit is given to you as a gift, that is exactly what you 
have, but even a gift is intended to be used. 

Now that you are a Christian, God does not leave you in the 
world on your own and then run away from you. He loves you 
and knows that you need Him, so He sends the Holy Spirit to aid 
you in living a full life. To visualize the idea of a helper, think 
of taking a trip in a car to a place where you had never been. You 
have a guide beside you who knows the way and can direct you 
there. You may follow all, some or none of his directions. If you 
follow all of his directions you arrive at the planned destination 
and he has very well served his purpose as your guide and com- 
panion. In a similar manner the Holy Spirit is provided to you 
as your guide. Romans 8:14 states that all who are led by the 
Spirit of God are sons of God. You are led by the Spirit when 
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you follow His message as found in the Bible. When you need 
wisdom in a given circumstance you may ask God and through 
the Holy Spirit it will be supplied (James 1:5). Knowledge is 
information but wisdom is the ability to properly apply that data. 

Not only does the Holy Spirit act as a helper in giving wis- 
dom, direction and purpose to your life, but Romans 8:29 prom- 
ises that the He aids you in your weakness in prayer as you deal 
with a problem or difficult situation. It is the Spirit himself who 
talks to the Father for you when you don’t know what to say. 
When you are unable to put into words in prayer the thoughts of 
your heart, the Holy Spirit communicates for you and the Father 
fully understands your inner attitude and longing. 

The Holy Spirit (in some Bibles called the Holy Ghost) is 
God as a Spirit being. Because of this He can live in the body of 
each Christian all over the world. As He makes His abode in the 
believer, He produces nine results which are termed fruit of the 
Spirit (Galatians 5:22). The fruits are love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control. 
Early in your new life, each of these is in an immature form like 
the beginning of an apple on an apple tree. When they are nur- 
tured and allowed to grow and mature they become full grown. 
The results are strong love, unending joy, deep peace and, final- 
ly, genuine self control. Some believe that the list begins with 
love, since it is a foundation, and ends with the necessary 
achievement of self control, which only mature Christians can 
accomplish. 

The sword of the Spirit is the Word of God and it is provid- 
ed so you can fight against evil. As a follower of Jesus you have 
a constant battle between the desires of the flesh and yielding to 
the Spirit. Your natural body will want to rule your life, but the 
Holy Spirit in you will seek control. Romans 8:13 declares, “For 
if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by 
the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will 
live.” Therefore, in order to have the Holy Spirit dominate your 
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life, you plan, meditate, ponder, dwell and think of the things of 
the Spirit. Concentrate on the heavenly rather than on earthly 
things because only the heavenly is eternal. When you do this, 
you guard against allowing the flesh to rule your life and you 
assure that the Spirit is in control. 


Use the Bible to answer the following: 





1. The Holy Spirit is given by God to all who Him 
(Acts 5:32). 

2. The Holy Spirit dwells in you because the Bible says that your 
body is the of the Holy Spirit (1 
Corinthians 6:19). 

3. The is presented as a gift to each 





person after he repents and is baptized (Acts 2:38). 


4. There are nine of the Spirit which can be 
matured in the life of the Christian who will continue to grow 
(Galatians 5:22). 


5. You are led by the when you allow Him to rule 
your life (Romans 8:13). 
6. The sword of the which is the Word of God helps 


you battle against evil (Ephesians 6:17). 


Answers to the review questions are in the material you have 
studied. 


1. How have you been able to realize that the Holy Spirit is not 
imaginary? 

2. What is the intended purpose of a gift? How is this true of 
the Holy Spirit? 


3. How does the Holy Spirit function as your guide? 
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When have you asked Him to help? What was the result? 


Nn 


. If you desired wisdom, how would you proceed to receive it? 


6. What does it mean to you to have the Holy Spirit intercede 
or talk to God on your behalf? 


. Give an example of a full-grown fruit of the Spirit. 


ao N 


. Which of the nine fruits of the Spirit is best seen in your life? 


9. How are you causing the other fruit of the Spirit in you to 
grow? 


10. What has the Holy Spirit given you to fight against evil? 


11. What should you meditate and think about so the Spirit can 
control your life? 


12. How can you determine if you are being led by the Spirit? 


MEMORIZE: Acts 5:32; 1 Corinthians 3:16; Galatians 6:8 
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Lesson 6 


GOD’S MESSAGE FOR YOU 


It is very important that you grow spiritually. As with any 
living thing, it must grow or it will die. Therefore, we are con- 
cerned that you have a basis for growing to achieve spiritual 
maturity. Since the Bible is the written Word of God, you long 
to read and study its message to learn more about God and how 
you need to live. The following are some practical suggestions 
for your daily quiet time with your Bible and God which will 
make your study more profitable: 

1. You should have your own personal Bible with which you 
are familiar, can mark and highlight for future reference. If you 
need to secure your own Bible, the best translations are The 
American Standard, The New American Standard, The Revised 
Standard, The New King James Version, and The New Interna- 
tional Version. 

2. Where should you begin in your reading and study of the 
Bible? Many like to start in the New Testament with the books 
of Mark, John, James and 1 John. A common method is to daily 
read a simple book, a chapter or paragraph at a time. You may 
also study long books like Psalms, selecting certain Psalms such 
as 1, 3, 23, 32, 46, 73, 91, 100 and 103. You may choose partic- 
ular chapters like Matthew 5-7, and 25; Isaiah, chapter 53; John, 
chapters 1, 14, 17; and 1 Corinthians 13. 

You may desire to study specific topics such as love, peace, 
forgiveness, prayer, heaven or service. A useful tool is a concor- 
dance, a book which alphabetically lists all words in the Bible 
and the reference where each word is used. This will assist you 
in locating verses which relate to your topic. In each case as you 
read, note who is speaking, to whom it is spoken and when it is 
spoken. It makes a great difference whether Jesus or the devil is 
speaking. Is the message to the Israelites or to Christians? Are 
the readers living under the law of Moses, before the death and 
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resurrection of Christ or after Jesus is risen and returns to heav- 
en? 

3. How can you approach this quiet time of study to gain the 
best results? You need a place where you can be uninterrupted 
at least 15 minutes each day; preferably the same time daily. 
Patiently read the Bible passage you have chosen. Do not read 
simply to “understand.” You are feeding on God’s word. “Man 
does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from 
the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4). 

Don’t be troubled if you can’t comprehend everything you 
read. A very important element in growing in understanding is as 
related Scriptures provide commentary on a passage under con- 
sideration. Realize that God will help you understand as you 
grow when, through His revealed written word, He opens your 
mind and heart to remember His message. Also He will challenge 
you to adhere to His instructions and put them into practice. 

Put moments of prayer and meditation into your reading. 
Meditation is the process of going over and over a thought or prin- 
ciple until it is a part of you. When you read words like “The Lord 
is my Shepherd,” ponder that thought until you visualize Jesus as 
your Shepherd and how He cares for you. You can even read 
parts out loud with different emphasis so you can hear how they 
sound. Say this sentence, each time emphasizing the bold word: 
“The Lord is my Shepherd.” “The Lord is my Shepherd.” “The 
Lord is my Shepherd.” “The Lord is my Shepherd.” Can you see 
how this brings out added meaning to your reading? Enjoy your 
quiet time! 

4. It is helpful to have a small loose-leaf notebook you can 
carry with you. As you read and study, write down what comes 
to you during your reading, meditating, praying. What words or 
phrases seem to jump off the page and receive your focus? Be 
personal. What does this mean to you? How can you apply the 
significance? Try to hold on to what the Holy Spirit is putting 
into your mind and heart. Even if the thought is not related to 
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the passage you are reading, that is all right. Write it down. 
Close your private time with prayer. Thank God for the truth that 
you have been able to learn. 

People around the world have allowed the Holy Spirit to use 
the message of the Bible to change their lives. It never lets you 
down or leads you away from God, but always lifts you and calls 
you to your highest self. As you continue to grow, you will 
advance in understanding and increase your service to God. 
Don’t be discouraged if you don’t grow as fast as you think you 
should. Solid growth takes time. A mushroom comes up over 
night but can be easily picked. A great oak tree requires years to 
achieve its size but neither high wind nor rushing water can 
make it budge. Remember, it will demand years of steady 
growth before you are spiritually mature. Be patient with your- 
self but keep up a regular pattern of study, meditation and prayer. 


Use the Bible to answer the following: 


1. As you have the continual desire that causes you to seek, 
hunger and thirst for you will be filled 
(Matthew 5:6). 


2. Since you are a child of God you must set your 
on things above, not on earthly things (Colossians 3:2). 





3. God expects you to grow in the grace (favor) and 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 





(2 Peter 3:18). 


4. You should do your best to present yourself to as 
one approved — who correctly handles the word of truth (2 
Timothy 2:15). 

5. The Christians in Berea examined the 
every day to see if what Paul said was true (Acts 17:11). 





6. I have hidden thy word in my that I might 
not sin against you (Psalm 119:11). 
24 





— 


Bppk 54-435.qxp 6/9/11 10:39 AM eg? 


7. 


Your word is a to my feet and a light to my 





path (Psalm 119:105). 


The answers to the following questions are in the material 
you have studied. 


O ON Oo 


1. Why should you have your own personal copy of the Bible? 
2. Why have you begun to highlight phrases and verses? 

3. 
4 


. How would you evaluate your benefits from your Bible read- 


What part of the Bible did you select to begin reading? 


ing? 


. Why is it important to know who is speaking, to whom it is 


spoken and when? Do you see that the Bible also accurately 
records the words of the devil and the critics of Jesus? 


. How will God help your understanding in your quiet time? 
. What value have you received from writing in your notebook? 
. How have your notes had a good effect on your life? 


. Why shouldn’t you be discouraged if you don’t grow as fast 


as you think you should? 


10. What can you do to enhance your growth? 


MEMORIZE : Psalm 119:105; 2 Timothy 2:15; 2 Timothy 
3:16-17 
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Lesson 7 


EVERYBODY NEEDS JESUS 


If you really love Jesus you will want to share Him with oth- 
ers. There is a great joy in sharing someone so wonderful. The 
good news about Jesus is that He loves everyone and wants them 
to be saved. He came to earth so anyone could have eternal life 
and be with Him in Heaven. His final words before He returned 
to heaven show that He expects His followers to tell others about 
Him. The emphasis of Matthew 28:19 says, “Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations.” People everywhere need to hear 
about Jesus and become His disciples. The same thought is 
recorded in Mark 16:15 as Jesus commands that the good news 
be preached to all creation. 

When you discover something good you want others to learn 
about it. If you are in a store and see an unadvertised sale with 
real bargains you naturally would inform your friends and fami- 
ly. Isn’t it true that if you are passing by a house and notice that 
it is on fire you will stop and pound on the door to warn anyone 
inside, even if they are strangers. You do that because you know 
if they remain in the house they will die. Your action is vitally 
important. 

Likewise, if your friends don’t have everlasting life which 
Jesus supplies, you want them to become Christians. For those 
who are not His followers, hearing the good news about salva- 
tion is really a life and death matter. They must be told! 

Without memorizing a number of Bible references, there are 
several things you can do right now. 

1. Pray for a certain non-Christian, that his heart will be 
opened to the Gospel and that God will give you an opportunity 
to share your faith (Colossians 4:2). 

2. Tell the person how you were empty of hope and full of 
guilt before you became a Christian. 


26 


— 


Bppk 54-435.qxp 6/9/11 10:39 AM ey? 


3. Describe how you became a Christian; how you heard 
about Jesus, believed in Him, repented of your sins and were 
baptized. 

4. Relate what Jesus means to you today; the peace you 
have, the answer to prayers, forgiveness of sins, strength to resist 
temptation, assurance of being in heaven, and other benefits. 

Sharing these responses with your friends and family will 
prove to be a definite blessing to them and an encouragement to 
you as do what Jesus has reguested. 

Be sure when you talk with someone that you emphasize the 
most important thing — the good news about Jesus. In the book 
of Acts when the persecuted Christians were driven from 
Jerusalem they went everywhere sharing the “good news” about 
Jesus. They possessed a personal relationship with Him that 
gave them a hope which they could share with others. In Acts 
8:35 when Philip talked to the Ethiopian nobleman he told him 
about Jesus. Remember, you can’t save anyone. Jesus does that. 
But you can tell them how much He loves them and how they 
can be ready for heaven. 

Think about this. God always uses people to tell people that 
Jesus is the Savior for the world. Sometimes when you talk to a 
person you may be able to stress facts about your great congre- 
gation, the Lord’s church in general, an outstanding church 
leader or something else to impress. But stop! This information 
may be accurate and significant, but your message is about 
Jesus. This is the first need of the person who is not ready to 
meet God because he must learn about Jesus. 

The facts of the gospel are stated in 1 Corinthians 15:3-6. 
Jesus Christ died for our sins, He was buried, He was raised from 
the dead, and appeared to more than 500 people at the same time. 
Romans 3:23 declares that all have sinned. Romans 5:8 states 
that Jesus died for our sins. 2 Corinthians 7:10 relates that godly 
sorrow for sins brings repentance. Romans 6:3-4 describes the 
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burial in baptism and resurrection to new life. This is good 
news. 


Here are some practical ways to inform people about Jesus: 


1. To a friend, class mate, relative, or co-worker, give a pam- 
phlet which tells how to become a Christian. 

2. Ask someone to listen to a radio or TV program which pres- 
ents the good news about Jesus. A church leader may know 
of such programs. 

3. Bring a friend with you when you come to your Bible class. 


4. Enroll someone in a free Bible Correspondence Course which 
can be studied at their home on their schedule. 

5. Loan a recorded Christian teaching, a DVD of a Gospel mes- 
sage, or have them come to your home to see it. 

6. Read together the biblical accounts of people becoming 

Christians. 

7. If your congregation is on the internet give them the web site 
address so they can look at the material. 

Since you have in your heart the strong desire to share the 
amazing benefits which Jesus provides, be alert to the many con- 
tacts which God gives you every week. You can share the 
Gospel. 


Use the Bible to answer the following: 
1. Jesus, the Son of Man came into the world to seek and 


what was lost (Luke 19:10). 


2. Jesus says that when you are His follower, He will make you 
of men (Matthew 4:19). 
3. The is God’s power to save people (Romans 
1:16). 
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4. Ifa sinner is changed from his sinful way, he is saved from 
(James 5:20). 

5. The Lord is patient, not wanting anyone to perish, but every- 

one to come to (2 Peter 3:9). 





Answers to the review questions are in the material you have 
studied. 


1. What did Jesus say that helps you realize He expects His fol- 
lowers to tell others about Him? 


2. State a motive which will encourage you to share the good 
news of Jesus with others? 


3. How can prayer be a part in bringing the Gospel to the lost? 


4. What can you do right now to share the good news about 
Jesus? 


5. How are you carrying out that expectation of Jesus? 


6. Name some benefits you receive from Jesus that you want 
others to obtain. 


7. List some facts about Jesus which every non-Christian must 
hear if he is to learn the Gospel. 


8. What are two practical ways in which you can share your faith 
in Christ with someone? 


9. Which practical way will you first select to use in presenting 
the Gospel? 

10. What personal blessings do you receive when you share the 
Gospel with someone else? 


MEMORIZE: Matthew 28:19-20; Luke 19:10; Romans 1:16 
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Lesson 8 


SERVICE IS WORSHIP 


God has a variety of expectations for His faithful followers. 
His aims for you can best be achieved as you give your body 
(alive) in complete dedication to Him, which is spiritual worship 
or service (Romans 12:1). God created the world and everything 
in it so He has no personal need, but His creatures do. We pre- 
viously noted that it is a joy for Christians to share with others 
their faith in Jesus Christ. Who, except Christians, will feel the 
inner desire to bring those who are not followers of Jesus to sur- 
render their lives to Him? 

Along with your expression of concern that the lost are 
informed about Jesus, you see the urgent need of honoring God 
and serving His followers (Galatians 6:10). As you live, you not 
only regularly assemble with Christians to worship God but you 
look for people in need of the basics of life, such as food, cloth- 
ing and housing. If you find someone deficient in any of these 
areas, as much as you are able, you try to provide for them. This 
service may include cleaning a house, caring for children, 
sewing, house repair, running errands, laundry, cooking, shop- 
ping and other assistance. If you know a person who is ill or in 
prison, you are genuinely concerned about their well being and 
you try to render service. Jesus sums up this idea in Matthew 
25:40; “I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least 
of these brothers of mine, you did for me.” Those who are not 
believers sometimes help people in need but who, except the fol- 
lower of Jesus, will help another Christian show love and honor 
to God? 

It is a joy for Christians who are assembled to encourage 
each other to practice love and demonstrate that love in acts of 
kindness. When you sing, you encourage listeners to place their 
confidence in the Lord, to love, honor and serve Him. It is also 


true that when you meet together as a spiritual family you are 
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concerned about them. As a part of that interest, you seek those 
who are hurting, discouraged, sad, lonely or despondent, and you 
attempt with the help of God to build them up and overcome 
their dilemma. 

As you continue to worship and serve God, you have as your 
first priority to remain in His family and maintain His approval, 
knowing that your basic needs will be met (Matthew 6:33). This 
great principle of putting God in the number one position in your 
thought and action produces present contentment and blessings 
into eternity. When you allow God to be sovereign, you treas- 
ure the many realities from Him which immediately belong to 
you: the assurance that no good thing will He withhold (Psalm 
84:11); inner peace which sustains (John 14:27); divine direction 
(Proverbs 3:6); that He will do more than you ask or imagine 
(Ephesians 3:20); will supply your every need (Philippians 
4:19); will provide spiritual life that will never end (John 10:28). 
As God’s faithful servant, these and countless other promises 
give significance and purpose to your life. 

Therefore, as His disciple, you set your mind on things that 
are above and try to resist the devil who tempts you. Your objec- 
tive is to honor and exalt God by a total life of worship service. 
The powerful Sermon on the Mount presented by Jesus in 
Matthew, chapters 5 through 7, can be summed up in a single 
word—attitude. Jesus is stating that the right attitude on the part 
of His disciples puts them in a proper relationship with God. 
They honor Him, serve Him, worship Him and always try to do 
as He instructs because they love and revere Him. When Satan 
told Jesus to bow down and worship him, Jesus responded with 
Scripture; “Worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only” 
(Matthew 4:10). It is still true that God alone is to be your object 
of worship, praise and adulation. You must remember this bibli- 
cal teaching and practice it consistently. When Cornelius the 
Roman military officer fell down in reverence at the feet of Peter, 
Peter made him get up as he proclaimed, “I am only a man 
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myself.” Even an apostle of Jesus is not to be worshiped, but 
the Lord only. 

Don’t be deceived by watching people around you who claim 
to be Christian but allow many things to hinder their worship and 
service. Too many believers let sporting events, outings, busi- 
ness, travel, education and making money interfere with their 
assembly with Christians and service for God. Real love for God 
has to be shown — you cannot hide it. Regardless what others 
do, determine early in your Christian life that your personal com- 
mitment to God and your service to people will be your undivid- 
ed goal. After all, in the words of Jesus, “What good will it be 
for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or 
what can a man give in exchange for his soul” (Matthew 16:26)? 
Concentrate on your worship of God as you faithfully serve. 


Use the Bible to answer the following: 


1. We are servants or slaves of the one whom we 
serving sin unto death or serving God unto REGEER 
(Romans 6:16). 


2. Jesus demonstrates the necessity of undivided service to God 
as He answered Satan, “Worship the Lord your ; 
and serve him only (Matthew 4:10). 


3. Jesus illustrates pointed service when He says you can’t serve 
both and mammon (material gain) (Matthew 
6:24). 

4. Service, a mark of true greatness, is noted in the Scripture, 


“Whoever wants to be first must be of all” 
(Mark 10:44). 


5. The Lord shows how He views faithful service in His words, 
“Well done, good and servant” 
(Matthew 25:23). 


6. Our religion is pure before God when we look after the 
orphans and in their distress (James 1:27). 
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Answers to the review questions are in the material you have 
studied. 


1. What action, concerning your body, is anticipated in your 
spiritual service? 


2. How can you demonstrate concern for a person in need? 


3. What activities on your part can encourage others to honor 
and serve God? 


4. Name some personal problems people have which you might 
help them overcome. 


5. What assurance do you receive from Jesus in Matthew 6:33? 


6. What does it mean to seek first His kingdom and His right- 
eousness? 


7. Name a benefit you presently have because you allow Jesus 
first place in your life. 


8. What is something that can hinder your worship and service? 
9. How are you presently serving God? 
10. What do you plan for future worship service? 


11. Give an example of a person worshipping God by serving 
people. 

12. Why is it important to put worship and service to God in 
front of everything else? 


MEMORIZE: Galatians 6:10; Hebrews 10:24; James 1:27. 


33 


Bppk 54-435.qxp 6/9/11 10:39 AM es 


Lesson 9 


IDENTIFY YOUR ENEMY 


The Christian life is full of joys and victories but there are 
problems which you must face. You will occasionally find that 
a person will disappoint, frustrate, upset or hurt you. The human 
reaction is to retaliate or try to get even. However, Jesus says 
that revenge or vengeance belongs to Him, and He will settle 
everything in a just manner. 

You need to realize that your chief enemy is not a person but 
the devil (Satan) who is also the enemy of God. The Bible says 
that your struggle is not with human foes alone but with spiritu- 
al forces in heavenly realms (Ephesians 6:12). Satan led Adam 
and Eve to disobey God and to eat from the forbidden tree in the 
Garden of Eden. He also lured Jesus to cease to depend on the 
Father in heaven, but Jesus resisted the temptation with the 
words from Deuteronomy 6:16, “Do not put the Lord your God 
to the test.” Since you are a Christian and a child of God, Satan 
will use trickery and deception to try to cause you to disobey 
your Heavenly Father. 

There is a great warfare going on between the devil and God. 
Satan wants you to rebel against God, and the Holy Spirit leads 
you to rely on Him in full submission. You must decide who will 
prevail. Remember, when you are tempted, the temptation is not 
from God, because He does not tempt anyone. When you yield 
to temptation, you allow your evil desire to drag you away from 
God (James 1:13,14). 

Many young Christians have difficulty realizing that tempta- 
tion, itself, is not sin. Even when an evil thought comes into 
your mind, there is no sin if you reject that thought. You sin 
only if you retain the evil thought and plan to carry it out. You 
may not have the chance to actually do what you have been plan- 
ning but if you say in your mind, “If I can, I will” then you sin. 
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So sin occurs as soon as you begin to carry out the temptation in 
your thoughts. That’s how a person can commit adultery in his 
heart, prior to any physical act. Jesus said, “But I tell you that 
anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart” (Matthew 5:28). No bodily con- 
tact is made but the mind consents to the wrong so sin is com- 
mitted. 

Therefore, when Satan puts an attraction of evil in your 
mind, what should you do? You must put the evil out of your 
thinking and replace it with wholesome meditation about Jesus, 
love, obedience, heaven, purity or service. The Bible says, 
“Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever 
is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think on 
these things” (Philippians 4:8). A chemistry teacher illustrated 
this idea to his students by suggesting that the best way to 
remove all of the air from a test tube is to fill it with some liquid. 
Recall this principle and fill your mind with God when tempta- 
tion is knocking at the door of your heart. 

Don’t be misled into thinking that the devil is an imaginary 
being, something like a ghost, and really powerless. He is 
referred to as the god of this world and he has great power to 
deceive and to cause people to believe a lie (2 Corinthians 4:4). 
Jesus used Scripture to resist the temptation of Satan by saying, 
“It is written,” and then quoting words from God. You can do 
the same when you know what the Bible says regarding a partic- 
ular temptation. For instance, if you know that Galatians 5:21 
lists envy as an act of the sinful nature, and you begin to envy 
someone’s popularity, you immediately must change your mind. 
You know envy is wrong. The more you study your Bible, the 
better you are prepared to resist temptation. 

God provides you with all parts ofthe Christian armor which 
are listed in Ephesians 6:13-17. Your protective armor includes 


the breastplate of righteousness and the shield of faith so you can 
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extinguish the flaming darts of the devil. You also have an offen- 
sive weapon which is the Sword of the Spirit (the Word of God). 
You are able with it to fight against Satan by using words from 
the Bible to oppose his temptation. James 4:7 tells you to resist 
the devil and he will flee from you. 

When you yield to temptation, don’t blame the devil by say- 
ing, “He made me do it.” That just isn’t true. Yes, the devil 
tempted you but you gave in to the temptation rather than resist 
it by obeying God. You are going to be tempted as long as you 
live but you are able to say “no” to these temptations. If you 
realize there is an area of your life in which you are especially 
weak, be extremely cautious because Satan will probably attack 
you in this fragile region. He knows he has the best opportunity 
to break through your defenses in your weak spot. The Bible 
admonishes you to stand up against the devil and to resist him so 
he will leave you. Then draw near to God. You, with the help 
of God, are stronger than the devil so you can be victorious over 
his temptations. Remember, Satan has his end in the lake of fire 
— the followers of Christ will spend eternity in heaven. 


Use the Bible to answer the following: 


1. The evil work of Satan is pictured by his sowing 
among the wheat (Matthew 13;25). 





2. Jesus is more powerful than Satan because Jesus said, 
= Satan”, and he left Him (Matthew 4:10). 


3. God always gives you a way out of 
so you can stand up under it (1 Corinthians 10:13). 








4. You should use all parts of your Christian armor so you can 
stand against the (Ephesians 6:11). 





5. You must submit to God and come near Him as you also 
the devil (James 4:7-8). 


6. The final victory over the devil takes place when he is thrown 
into the lake of (Revelation 21:10). 
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The answers to the review questions are in the material you 
have studied. 


1 
2: 
3. 
4 


. How can sin occur before you carry out the thing that tempts 


O © N A 


. Who is your chief enemy? 


What is Satan doing today to attempt to destroy Christians? 


What temptation is most difficult for you to overcome? 


you? 


. Explain how just being tempted is not sin. 

. What should you do when evil comes into your mind? 

. What did Jesus use to resist the temptation of Satan? 

. How can followers of Jesus gain a victory over temptation? 


. How can you use the offensive weapon God provides to fight 


against Satan? 


10. Who is to blame if you yield to temptation? 


11. What precaution should you take if you know your weak- 


ness? 


12. What is the certain end of the devil and his followers? 


MEMORIZE: Matthew 4:10; 1 Corinthians 10:13; James 4:7. 
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Lesson 10 


PROMOTED TO MANAGER 


It may be hard to believe, but everything in the world 
belongs to the Lord (Psalms 24:1) That simply means that every- 
thing, including time, talent and what you call your possessions 
really are God’s. He has given them to you and asks you to prop- 
erly manage these things that are His. This is what a manager 
does when he handles that which belongs to another. The airline 
flight attendant does not own the blankets, pillows, magazines 
and food presented to the passengers on the plane, but manages 
them the way the owner requests. 

The parable that Jesus told in Matthew 25:14-30 shows that 
each person is responsible for whatever is entrusted to him. 
Even though they did not receive like amounts, each individual 
was accountable for whatever was given. Two of the servants 
wisely used God’s entrustment and were honored as faithful ser- 
vants. The one who hid his master’s possession and misused it 
was condemned as a worthless servant. The Bible states that it 
is required of a manager who is given a trust that he must prove 
faithful (1 Corinthians 4:2). 

Each person has 168 hours every week; no more, no less, and 
he is answerable to God for the way he uses each hour. You will 
be concerned about the time you spend in such things as work, 
study, relaxation, helping others, spiritual development, seeking 
the lost, prayer and other interests which occupy your time. 
When you realize there is time for everything that is good and 
uplifting, as noted by wise King Solomon, then each item needs 
to receive the proper amount of your activity. It is very lop-sided 
to daily spend hours watching TV when compared to the little 
time reserved for Bible study, meditation and prayer. Your spir- 
itual life and growth are so important that they must receive high 
priority in your management of your time. If this is not a picture 


of your use of hours every day, will you ask God to help you find 
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a better arrangement? Remember, time wasted is gone forever! 

God has also given each of you certain abilities and talents 
and He will hold you liable for your use of your gifts. Many peo- 
ple have difficulty in determining the abilities that God has 
bestowed on them. If you have not identified one or more of 
your gifts, why not ask a close friend or relative to help you rec- 
ognize your natural abilities you have received from God. You 
may believe that you have only one talent but that is important 
because even a single talent when blessed by God becomes very 
vital. Much will be demanded from a follower of Jesus who has 
been given much (Luke 12:48). Whether with little or much, 
God's challenge is to be faithful with what you have. 

Almost every new Christian wonders about giving his money 
back to God. You probably already understand that God is the 
owner of all things and that He has placed in your hands specific 
amounts of money for you to use as He instructs. As you seek to 
give to God by returning part of your finances, you still may won- 
der how much to give. It may be helpful to recall that in the Old 
Testament Scriptures the Jewish people gave 10% but you are living 
under a new and better covenant. It seems wise to use the Jewish 
standard as a beginning point and then allow love for God to help 
you determine the amount you give. In Mark 12:44 Jesus made spe- 
cial mention of the poor widow who sacrificially gave all that she 
had. The principle of reaping what you sow is true in your giving to 
God. If you sow bountifully you will also reap bountifully. 

To keep back from God that which rightfully belongs to Him 
is so serious that the prophet Malachi calls such people “robbers” 
(Malachi 3:8). However, those who are liberal givers observe 
that God keeps His promise and pours out a blessing on such 
people. The apostle Paul instructs the Christians at Corinth to be 
sure their contribution is based on what they decide to give, not 
under compulsion, but lovingly with a cheerful heart (2 
Corinthians 9:7). The actual amount should be in proportion to 


their income. 
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The Bible says that God so loved that He gave his only Son. 
Jesus so loved that He gave Himself in complete sacrifice on the 
cross. Since you are His disciple and He is your role-model, it 
is right for you to follow His example. Love gives! 

When you see the wisdom of being a good manager of your 
time, talent and treasure, using each of them as God directs, the 
result is personal peace and happiness. God made you and He is 
in the position to make everything in your life work for your ben- 
efit. As you recall that it is more blessed to give than to receive, 
you increase your joy in living. The real secret of giving is 
understood by the Macedonian Christians who first gave them- 
selves to the Lord (2 Corinthians 8:5). Would you like to imitate 
their pattern of devotion to God? 


Use the Bible to answer the following: 


1. A Christian who worries about the need for food and clothes 





has forgotten that his heavenly knows all his 
needs (Matthew 6:32). 
2. The truth that you reap what you applies to your 


giving to God, for if you give much, much will be given to 
you (2 Corinthians 9:6). 


3. Even the person who had only two talents but used them wise- 
ly was approved by the Lord and was called a good and 
servant (Matthew 25:21). 


4. When you are faithful with just a little, God knows you will 
be faithful with (Luke 16:10). 


5. The poor was recognized by Jesus because she 
gave sacrificially to God (Mark 12:42-44). 


6. You and the things you own belong to God because you were 
bought with a (1 Corinthians 6:20). 
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The answers to the review question are in the material you 
have studied. 


1. Since you are a manager of the time, talents and treasure God 


has given you, what is your responsibility to Him? 


2. Why was the man with one talent classified as a worthless ser- 


10. 
11. 
12. 


vant? 
What will guide you in your use of 168 hours each week? 


How does your time watching TV compare with your spiri- 
tual interests? 


What is one of your God-given talents or abilities? 


Even if you don’t have as many talents as your friend, what 
should you do? 


How did you decide how much money you would give back 
to God? 


What will result if you sow bountifully? 

What heart attitude should motivate your giving? 

Why is it important that you give to God because of love? 
Why is a good manager truly a happy person? 


What positive action of the Macedonian Christians could 
you copy? 


MEMORIZE: Matthew 25:21; 1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 
Corinthians 9:7. 
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Lesson 11 


LEARNING RIGHT FROM WRONG 


Sincere Christians are always concerned about the way they 
live. They want to learn what is right and what is wrong. Since 
God has given you the Bible you have the guidelines for deter- 
mining the difference between right and wrong. 

You are living in a society today which believes there are few 
or no absolutes and that everything is relative. Many feel that it 
depends who you are, where you are, and what is the situation 
before you can decide if something is right or wrong for you. 

However, the Bible message specifies things that are good 
and some that are evil. It states commands which come in two 
forms; things required and things prohibited. These are not mat- 
ters for personal opinion but are decrees from God. When God 
instructs you to do something you will seek to accomplish it. 1 
Corinthians 11:24 contains a command concerning the Lord’s 
Supper which Jesus gave to His followers; “This do in remem- 
brance of Me.” As a Christian you gladly fulfill this command as 
you participate in the communion. In Matthew 28:19 Jesus com- 
mands that disciples be made from people of all nations and so 
you are interested in those not Christian. As you understand 
these and other commands, you are responsible to obey them. 
This is one way you learn what is right. 

The Bible also instructs you about things that are prohibited. 
“In your anger do not sin; Do not let the sun go down while you 
are still angry” (Ephesians 4:26). “Do not let unwholesome talk 
come out of your mouth” (Ephesians 4:29). Your major prob- 
lem determining right from wrong won’t be in learning what is 
commanded, because you can search the Bible for your answers. 
It may be difficult for you to obey some of these commands but 
at least you will know what is right and what is wrong. It is 
always right to do what God requires and to avoid what He pro- 
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hibits. When something is commanded in the Word of God you 
can be certain that is what the Holy Spirit intended. 


However, there are many things the Bible refers to in a general 
way but are not specifically named. It is in this area where the 
greatest dilemma arises for many new Christians. Such things as 
smoking, drinking beer, playing the lottery and similar issues 
may be matters that cause some concern. When the Bible does 
not specify a particular thing as right or wrong, you must decide 
for yourself. We here present some tests which will assist you 
in coming to a conclusion about these things not mentioned by 
name in the Bible. 


1. You are a servant of Jesus and, therefore, you want to 
please Him. You might think, “What would Jesus do?” Some 
young people and adults are wearing a bracelet or pin with the 
four letters WWJD inscribed to remind them “What Would Jesus 
Do?” 

2. What is the opinion of faithful Christians in this matter? 
Ask how they have dealt with this problem and why they have 
come to their decision? 

3. Does it hinder my influence for Christ by raising a ques- 
tion in the mind of another person who is not a Christian? 

4. Does it require time and money I could use in a better 
way? Remember, as a manager you studied about wise use of 
your time and money. 

5. Does it bring me into regular contact with people who 
might be a bad influence on me? The apostle Paul tells us that 
bad company corrupts good character. 


Let’s attempt to draw some conclusions about things that, in 
themselves, may be neither right nor wrong. 

* Time and study may be required before you can arrive 
at a decision as to what you should do. 
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* Please be patient with those who do not have the same 
knowledge you have. 

* You may point out dangers to others, but don’t seek to 
be the final judge of those who do not agree with you in these 
matters. 

* Something may be right today and wrong later. This 
might be illustrated by a certain food, beverage, or medication 
which had been considered beneficial but which new tests reveal 
to have harmful side effects. 

X An activity may be wrong in one place but be right in 
another. If you take a gun to school it may be wrong but to take 
it hunting may be acceptable. 

* Be sure that pleasing Jesus is the greatest desire of your 
life. 

The first wrong on earth was committed when Adam and Eve 
disobeyed God. One definition of sin is “lawlessness” (1 John 
3:4). James 4:17 says if you know to do right by including God 
in your plans but fail to do it, this too, is sin. You do wrong any 
time you disobey God. Therefore, right and wrong are best con- 
trolled by a devout attitude in your heart. 


Use the Bible to answer the following: 


1. To follow the mind of the sinful man is but the 
mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace (Romans 8:6). 





2. The Christian with a right attitude is concerned that he does- 





n’t do anything that will cause his to fall 
(Romans 14:21). 
3. There are a number of acts of the nature, 





which if practiced, will keep you out of God’s kingdom 
(Galatians 5:19-21). 


4. Sincere Christians seek to keep away from everything that is 
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5. 


6. 


or evil in every form (1 Thessalonians 5:22). 


Your love must not be for the world or anything in the 
if you claim to have the love of the Father 





(1 John 2:15). 


“Do not be misled; ‘Bad company corrupts 
character’” (1 Corinthians 15:33). 





The answers to the review questions are in the material you 
have studied. 


. What should be your attitude toward Bible commands given 


to Christians? 


Cite a command in the New Testament which is intended for 
Christians. 


State something which the New Testament prohibits. 


4. Name something not mentioned in the Bible but has you con- 


cerned. 


How should you treat things not mentioned by name in the 
Bible? 

Which of the stated tests will prove most helpful to you in 
dealing with things not mentioned in the Bible? 


What attitude should you have toward those who don’t agree 
with you in your conclusions? 


8. What should be the greatest desire in your life? 


10. 


11. 


How are you going to achieve that goal? 
What is one definition of sin? 


In order to determine right from wrong, what attitude will 
you need? 


MEMORIZE: Psalm 119:11; Romans 14:21; 1 Corinthians 


15: 


58. 
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Lesson 12 


Reflections From Godly Living 


When you became a Christian you experienced a new birth. 
Although your age, height, weight, color of hair and eyes remain 
the same as before you were born again, your whole life is dif- 
ferent. It also may be said of you, “Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come 
“(2 Corinthians 5:17)! You should be thinking and acting in a 
distinctly different manner because God has some new expecta- 
tions for you. 

Life in the Lord operates on some specific principles. 
Galatians 6:7 states that a person reaps what he sows. When 
your life is in harmony with God, you reap blessed results, but 
when it is not, the results are disastrous. You reap in kind after 
you sow, and you reap more than you sow. It is indeed wise to 
live a godly life in order that what you reap will exalt God and 
will personally bring happiness to you. 

Right living produces good examples. The apostle Peter 
encourages shepherds in the church to be good examples to the 
people (1 Peter 5:3). It is also true that when people can see your 
spiritual life in action, they are drawn to copy your example of 
honesty, patience, purity and truthfulness. Sincere Christians 
desire that the way they live has a positive effect on those asso- 
ciated with them in school, home, work, play and everywhere 
else. 

One new Christian said, “I’m not sure I can hold out — what 
am I to do?” We assured her that she could have perfect peace 
simply by having her mind centered on God because she trusts 
in Him (Isaiah 26:3). When you have faith, confidence, trust and 
reliance on God, you are not trying to live on your own strength 
but are totally depending on Him. Philippians 4:6-7 encourages 
you not to worry about anything but, in everything, to pray to 
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God and allow Him to furnish you peace beyond your imagina- 
tion. Be thankful as you continue to press on, waiting for heav- 
en, and remember that the Lord longs to fill your life with peace 
and composure. 

Followers of Christ often face problems which can become 
burdensome. Situations can arise at home, at school, in the work 
place, relating to finances, health, stress, relationships and phys- 
ical danger. God asks you to give your burdens to Him because 
He cares about you (1 Peter 5:7). 

Imagine a dad and his son on a hike, with heavy backpacks, 
when the son says, “I can’t go on. This pack is too heavy.” But 
his dad responds, “Give it to me and DI carry it.” This is the way 
God is willing to care for you when your burden seem too heavy 
to bear. He never intends for His children to struggle with over- 
whelming challenges, and He invites all of them to come to Him 
for rest (Matthew 11:28-30). 

However, there are times when problems become so intense 
that you will be tempted to quit. In your discouragement you 
may think, “Where is God now when I hurt so much?” It isn’t 
easy but you can be refreshed when you realize that the promise 
stated in Romans 8:28 is true for God’s family. Even if you don’t 
understand, claim the promise that all things are working togeth- 
er for your good, because you love God and are called according 
to His purpose. 

This verse does not say that everything is good, but that your 
all-powerful God can bring good out of that which appears at the 
moment to be bad or hurtful. Through your stress, tears and 
pain, recall that Jesus went to heaven to prepare a place for you! 
He’s coming back to take you where there will be no more cry- 
ing, heartache or suffering. Continue in dedicated living as you 
wait for Jesus to call you to heaven. 

Count your many blessings as you choose to live as God 
directs. Dwell on what you have today: joy, grace, love, hope, 
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comfort, peace, wisdom, strength, purpose, healing, direction, 
protection, the Holy Spirit as your guide, forgiveness, power to 
resist temptation, answer to prayer, eternal life and much more. 

1 John 1:7 promises that if you continue to walk in the light 
as Jesus is in the light (totally) you have fellowship with God and 
other Christians, while the blood of Jesus keeps on cleansing you 
from all sin. The only way you can walk as Jesus walked (100%) 
is in your attitude of heart, aim, plan or intention. When you 
honestly want to do the Lord’s will in all of your decisions then 
you are walking in the light. You won’t accomplish walking per- 
fectly but since that is your goal, God considers it as achieved. 
While you remain in this disposition you are constantly under the 
blood of Jesus and your sins are forgiven. Rejoice in God your 
Savior and cherish this wonderful promise. 

Can you be sure that the results of right living will be what 
you really need? The apostle Paul assures you if God is for you, 
who can be against you or accomplish your downfall (Romans 
8:31)? The reality that we are more than conquerors through 
Jesus, keeps us looking to Him as our leader and Lord. 
Remember, Jesus alone is the author of eternal life. His promis- 
es are true, His judgment is sure, and His victory is certain. 
Continue to place your trust in Him and enjoy your life filled 
with meaning, direction and purpose. The magnificent joys of 
heaven are reserved for you! 


Trace the line below to see how you live, as you try to follow 
on God’s truth. Even though you don’t do it perfectly, 
because you really try, God accepts your living in this attitude. 
1 John 1:7 
until 


Physical 
Death 


or 


; The Coming 
God, Truth, Light, Love of Christ 






New Life 
in Christ 
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Use the Bible to answer the following: 


1. Even when others left Jesus, Peter knew that He alone had 





words of eternal (John 6:68). 

2. Repentance is such a vital part of right living that this change 
of mind leaves no (2 Corinthians 7:10). 

3. Jesus went to heaven to prepare a for you and 





He will come back to take you with Him (John 14:2-3). 


4. When Jesus returns, the dead who have lived right will rise to 
and those who have done evil will be condemned 
(John 5:28-29). 


5. You can be assured of perfect by continuing to 
trust in God (Isaiah 26:3). 
6. God has an eternal principle that you will what- 


ever you sow (Galatians 6:7). 


The answers to the review questions are in the material you 
have studied. 


1. Since you are a new creation, what can God expect from 
you? 

2. What is involved in the principle of reaping and sowing? 
Recall when you experienced this principle in action. 

3. Give an illustration of how you can be a good example to 
someone else. 

4. What does the Bible say about worry in the life of a 
Christian? When have you applied this teaching? 

5. Identify some burden that you need to give to the Lord and 
how will you go about doing it. 

6. What does God expect from you so you can claim the prom- 
ise of Romans 8:28? What does this promise mean to you? 
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7. How does the fact that Jesus is coming back impact your life 
style? 


8. List some present benefits from living for God. 
9. How does this motivate you to continue in righteous living? 
10. How can you walk in the light as Jesus is in the light? 


11. What promise is given to such followers of Jesus? 


MEMORIZE: Romans 8:2; Isaiah 26:3; 1 John 1:7. 
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Lesson 13 


LESSON HIGHLIGHT REVIEW 


1. Prepared for Heaven 
When you claim one of God’s promises what does that do for 
your attitude? 
What did you find when you checked to see if you had made 
a practice of sinning on purpose? 
How are you aware that love is a real factor in your life? 


2. The Church Is God’s Family 
How is the Lord’s Supper meaningful to you? 
In what ways have you encouraged others to regularly 
assemble? 
What does it mean to you to have Jesus as your head? 

3. Know Your Bible 
What is the difference between the Old and New Testament 
Scriptures? 
What are the four Bible groupings in the New Testament 
Scriptures and what does each group contain? 
The Bible presents what main themes about Jesus? 

4. Personal Prayer Power 
In what way is it now easier to pray to God? 
How has prayer become a definite part of your daily life? 
Recall a time when you prayed and realized that God 
answered. 

5. The Holy Spirit in You 
What promise concerning the Holy Spirit is given to those 
who repent and are baptized? 
Which of the nine fruit of the Spirit is best seen in you? 
How did you allow the Holy Spirit to be your helper? 

6. God’s Message For You 
What time did you select for your daily meditation/study? 
Recall some highlights from your study. 


Evaluate your spiritual growth since you became a Christian. 
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10. 


11. 


12. 


Everybody Needs Jesus 
Have you found at least one person with whom you are shar- 
ing Jesus and His love? 
How did you make the contact and in what way did you 
share? 
What results have you seen from your sharing? 
Service Is Worship 
How have you tried to build up another Christian? 
What things have attempted to hinder Jesus from being num- 
ber one in your life? 
In what way did you worship God by serving some person? 
Identify Your Enemy 
State some lures of the devil you have had to resist. 
What have you used from the Bible message to resist temp- 
tation? 
In what area of your life are you most easily tempted? 
Promoted To Manager 
What have you done to be a good manager of your time? 
What principle guides you in the best use of your money? 
Why do you desire to be a really good manager? 
Learning Right From Wrong 
Give an example of a biblical command concerning some- 
thing you must do. 
What happened when you applied the stated guidelines in 
learning whether something not commanded is right or 
wrong? 
Which of the conclusions about right and wrong were most 
helpful for you? 
Reflections From Godly Living 
What does God expect you to do instead of worry? 
When you are discouraged, what promise from God helps 
you to keep on trying to live right? 
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Appendix A 


EXPLAINING “GOD” 

Inquiries about God come from both young people and 
adults. It seems that with the advent of each new generation they 
ask questions concerning the identity of God. “How is one God 
spoken of as a Trinity?” “Is there only one God we are to revere 
and worship?” “How can the Father, Son and Holy Spirit be 
one?” Many material illustrations have been advanced in an 
attempt to provide answers to such questions. All responses that 
I have heard fail to introduce a perfect unity which is manifest in 
three different forms. It is my aim to overcome that deficiency. 

I understand that anytime I seek to explain in human terms 
Beings that are eternal or when I endeavor to describe Deity in 
finite terminology, I discover my inadequacy. Therefore, any 
illustration which is conceived in an attempt to clarify an under- 
standing of the character of God has its weaknesses. However, I 
present the following explanation as understandable, accurate 
and advantageous. 

When the study of our English Bible commences with 
Genesis 1:1, we read, “In the beginning God....” But the word 
God imparts to us more than the identification of the Supreme 
Being and Sovereign of the universe. We note something about 
His character and we visualize His awesome power in creation. 
It is not difficult to recognize this God as the one portrayed in 
Deuteronomy 6:4: “The Lord our God, the Lord is One.” To 
also envisage God as not just unity, we must identify Him in one 
of His distinct manifestations as cited in the Bible. The Father is 
referred to as God: “.. to the glory of God the Father”, 
Philippians 2:11. The Son is called God: “But about the Son he 
says, ‘Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever...,’” 
Hebrews 1:8. The Holy Spirit of God is mentioned: “And do not 
grieve the Holy Spirit of God...” Ephesians 4:30. Jesus uses the 
unity of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit in His commission, 
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Matthew 28:19. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
ofthe Holy Spirit individuals throughout the world are to be bap- 
tized. This divine unity of God (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) may 
be additionally clarified by the use of a material illustration. 

The chemical term H50 describes the unity of molecules of 
hydrogen and oxygen. It is noteworthy that the term “H 0” in 
print is merely a symbol. It must be evidenced in one of its three 
forms to be captured and useful. As a solid it is ice. As a liquid it 
is water, and as a gas it is vapor or steam. When you place H50 
liquid in a container and then add H50 solid it is possible to pro- 
duce H50 vapor on the outside of the vessel. Although it may not 
sound logical to put H50 into H50 and make H50, that is exactly 
what happens when ice is added to water and water vapor results. 

Similarly, the word “God” is a perfect unity of Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. But the word “God” on paper is just a term. It takes 
on new significance when you consider God in at least one of His 
revelations (Father, Son, or Holy Spirit). No human being has seen 
God the Father in heaven. God the Son came in human form when 
Jesus was born of Mary in Bethlehem. God the Holy Spirit is 
promised as a gift to live in the body of Christians. John 14:16 
records the Son praying to the Father that He would send the Holy 
Spirit. Someone might remark that it is ridiculous to have God pray 
to God that He would send God. However, when we place H50 
solid into H50 liquid and generate H50 vapor, we readily accept 
that action because most people can relate to that experience. 


Separate designations of the Deity need not introduce grave 
difficulty. By faith we acknowledge that God prayed to God that 
He would send God. If we transfer to our physical illustration 
with H50 displayed in three fashions, we demonstrate how one 
God (unity) can be distinguished as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 


When we read in the Bible the phrase, “... and God said...,” 
it is easy for us to perceive that the Father in heaven is commu- 
nicating with individuals. On another occasion when we read 
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“God,” as in John 20:28, “... My Lord and My God...,” we imme- 
diately think of the Son (Jesus). In Acts 5:4 when we read, “You 
have not lied to men but to God...,” we realize from verse 3 that 
the Holy Spirit is the one of the Godhead being designated. The 
Bible begins in Genesis 1:1 with “God” (Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit) uniting in creation. Then, throughout the Bible one must 
examine the context to figure out how the term “God” is used. Is 
it the unity “God?” Could it also be the Father, the Son, or the 
Holy Spirit? 

Thus, we trust that even the young or new Christian can 
come to a basic understanding that the one God of the Bible 
manifests himself as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. When these 
divine beings function separately, each of them may be referred 
to as “God.” It is also correct to consider them together and call 
them “God.” Therefore, we conclude that as the unity H50 can 
appear in three forms, so the unity “God” may reveal himself as 
three Holy Beings. 


Paul Eckstein 
5118 Mill Wheel Drive 
Grand Blanc, MI 48439-4234 
(810) 695-2456 
peckstein82@hotmail.com 
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